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1. ] 25X1
a navel force was proceeding seaward in the channel between light buoy No. 2
(N 57-40, E 21-50) and red light buoy No. 4 (N 57-80, E 22-50). The force was
composed of two large naval vessels, probably :iilonms, and seven,possibly
eight,medium large naval vessels, probably destroyers. They were¢ making four
to flve knots. A destroyer led the force, followed at a distance of about
three nautical miles by a group of vessels consisting of a cruiser screened
by four or five destroyers. Of the screening vessels, one proceeded immediately
ahead of the cruiser, two were on its starboard side, and one or two were on
its port side. Distance from the cruiser to the screening vessels was about
500 to 600 meters. At a distance of one to one and a half nautical miles be-
hind the first-group, the other cruiser followed, with a destroyer close
astern. Last came a destroyer at a distance of a couple of miles from the
last cruiser. This last destroyer broke formation a couple of times, and ran
up along the starboard side of the other vessels. (See sketch No. 1.)
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2. The vessels shovrzed only masthead lanterns and side lanterns. The laterns
were strikingly weak. Light signals passed constantly between the leading
vessel and the first cruiser. The ray of 1light could be seen, but not the
dots and dashes. The signals,therefore,could not be read. The last destroy=sr
also signalled with light, | 25X1
25X1

3. The first cruiser was 450 to 500 feet in length, and had a higher foredeck
than the second cruiser, which was about 600 feet long. The destroyers were
250 to 300 feet in length. | 25X1
[ The last destroyer had a long foredeck and two funnels, both of 25X1
them lower than the bridge structure. The silhouette from the bridge structure
to the after fumnel formed a line sloping toward the stern (see sketch Fo. 2).
Both ‘mast-head and side lanterns on this vessel were placed very high. From
this vessel a whirring sound was heard, as if it were turbine driven. The
formation was observed at a distance of one-half to one nautical mile , under
good weather conditions.
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. Sketch No. 1
Formation of Naval Vessels in Riga Bay
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Sketch No., 2
Destroyer in the Formation
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